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June 12, 2001

Dear Senator

We are writing to bring to your attention recently introduced legislation that deserves your support and that
of al your colleagues in the Senate. The Accessto Cancer Therapies Act (S. 913) would extend Medicare
coverageto all oral anti-cancer drugs. Thistimely and important legislation was introduced last month by
Senators Snowe, Rockefeller, Feinstein and Gordon Smith (see attached letter of appreciation), and we urge
you to sign on immediately as a co-sponsor if you have not already done so.

While each of our organizations recognizes the need for comprehensive drug coverage for seniors, thereisa
pressing need for beneficiaries with cancer as targeted new drugs are being approved that are available only
in oral form and thus not currently covered by Medicare. Recent news reports in both the scientific and the
popular press have highlighted new oral drugs that are more effective and less toxic than current treatments.
Seniors deserve access to these new drugs without delay, and existing hormonal agents for breast and
prostate cancer also are long overdue for coverage. These products demonstrably extend the lives of cancer
patients, and Medicare coverage for cancer care will be incomplete if they are excluded.

If you are willing to lend your name and support to this essential |egislation, please contact the offices of
either Senator Snowe or Senator Rockefeller. Y our action will be much appreciated by the entire cancer
community.
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